
Camden Parks & Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes 

March 8, 2017 

Washington Street Conference Room 

 
Present:  Ray Andresen (chair), Jim Heard, Brian Robinson, Beth Ward, Casey Leonard. Absent: David Olivas, 
Geoff Scott. 
Ray opened the meeting at 12:15 pm. 
Minutes:  Brian moved that the minutes be approved, Casey seconded the motion, and it passed 3-0.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Snow Bowl:  Beth and Ray reported that Mark Hayes of Highland Park in New Hampshire gave an interesting 
presentation on creating a mountain biking park at the Snow Bowl in three phases, from novice trails to 
intermediate trails to advanced competition trails. The first phases would cost about $200,000 and involve 
new trails on the lower, eastern slopes.  Beth mentioned there are multi-use concerns with mountain bikers 
sharing the slopes with hikers, runners, and dog-walkers in the non-skiing season.  
Tannery:  Ray reported that several names have been proposed for renaming the old Tannery site now that it 
will be home to the Farmers’ Market, including Camden River Park, Riverside Park, and even Lennyville (in 
honor of Leonard Lookner).    
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Budget Proposal:  Beth said the Snow Bowl and Park-Rec Budgets for 2017/18 are being held up by the audit 
of the Snow Bowl and Redevelopment Project.  She added that the audit should be completed next week.   
DEP Penalty:  Beth reported that the DEP penalty of $44,000, assessed for pollution of Hosmer Pond during 
the the redevelopment project, might be applied towards paving the access road to the dock at Hosmer Pond. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Shirttail Point Park:  The large “Dam Warning” sign next to the swimming area is supposed to be moved to a 
less intrusive spot.   
Boat Racks:  Brian reviewed the boat rack proposal he plans to present to the Select Board later this month.  
He and Glenn Ruesswick have built a prototype that is transportable from site to site, has a locking system, 
and can hold up to nine watercraft.  He is proposing that the Town initially lease (and eventually purchase at 
the end of the 4- or 5-year lease) up to six boat racks for use at the Public Landing, Bog Bridge, Barrett’s Cove, 
Hosmer Pond, Shirttail Park, and Steamboat Landing.  People would need to purchase a sticker to reserve a 
spot, similar to a dinghy permit.  According to Brian, if 35 or the potential 54 spaces are reserved at $100 per 
year, there could be a $55,000 positive income flow for the Town over 10 years.  There was discussion about 
whether or not people should be able to move their kayak or other craft from one boat rack to another. 
Bog Bridge:  Brian discussed several safety issues that need to be addressed at the Bog Bridge Boat Ramp, 
including the disappearance of “No Parking” signs, the lack of signs on Route 52 warning drivers to slow down, 
and improved entrance and exit directions. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Land’s End:  It was suggested that one or more picnic tables be added to Land’s End Park before the summer 
season, and that more signs prohibiting camping and campfires be installed.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:15 p.m 
Next Meeting: Wednesday, April 12 
Minutes recorded by Ray Andresen 


